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REVEALS GERMANY!
AS MAINSPRING OF i
SHIP SUPPLY PLOT

Managing Director of Ham-!
burg-American Line Tells
of Secret Agreement.

THIS WAS ENTERED INTO
BEFORE WHISPER OF WAR1

I
When Hostilities Break Out He

Is Reminded of His Con¬
tract by Berlin.

SIMPLY FOLLOWS IIIS OltDL'ltS

Tlius Wits rashioitetl What United
Slates Cluirncs Was Con¬

spiracy to Defraud.

KW YORK, November jm The (...r-,
man government was rr-1»-«1 to-day
as the mainspring of tin- movement to
Miccor German cruisers at s'-a with >. ...!
ami supplies shipped on ii'uti;i) v<

sels:- from American ports early in 'he
Avar liy ». atltnony of 1-r Karl Hum*.'
ltfanaging director of 111. Hamburi:-
Amerlcan Line 1 »r. Huen/. took the
witness stand l.i? .. to-day In the trial
«'f !ilnif< If and oth« r line ofHcJa|«i and'
r in ph, yees fur :ons plra y to d> fraud the
United State;.
M(H ION TO DISMISS

imiii i mi'.n rs i>i:mi:ii
I" liueti/., elderly and somewhat

infirm, was as-istei t<i the witness
chair soon aft<-!' William Hand. Jr..'
Iiad concluded ;ii<- . .penlng address to
111.. Jui v on behalf of tlx- defense
Previously Federal Judge Howe had
heard protracted argument upon a
motion by Mt Hand to dismiss the
indictment'*. This motion was denied.

l'r Mutt'/, sl'.'t'htd hi.- s verity-two-
year earoi r from his birth ifi Gerni n>.
Uirouirh t' nan » of various otlices in
his native l.md, to his appointment in
thi: . .ermiiu cor.; ular s« rvi e n- irly
thirty years ;.|;o. He had served hi^
country abroad in th« United Sta'es,
hi Mexico and In Haiti m t li e consular,
or diplomatic h rvi i' ui tl! 11.!.«-«. year:!1
a^o. whe; lie was mail)* directing head,
in this country ot t h .. Hamburg-;
A!:n'rl'':in Line's affairs

I.'i the fall of K'UI. L»r Hucuy. t>sti-
Iitil. he received from the heads of the
line in Hamburg a letter notifying htm;
lUp/ his superior officers rind thu t!er-j
r.tin government had signed n.\i agree¬
ment which would become operative In!
lime «f war.of which there was not
then a whisper.and that an abstract'
of this agreement would be sent'
shortly to the (icrniati consul-general
in New Voi it, where he might see it.i
Tin- letter then outlined the salient
points. which wric, as recall'<1 to-dayjby Dr. Huenz, about ;.s follows:
The Hamburg-American Line world'

undertake to send .:oal and supplies'
to any German warships needing themj
in the Atlantic Ocean should Germany;
engage in war.
That certain methods of conimunioa-

tlon would be used by the home oH'<e!
of the line to advise the line's oHl'dals'
in New York where to send the supply
ship!-.
aiisthact (ik u;iu:i:mi:\t

H1MKS TO OC.ItMAN" CON St I,
In due time lite abstract of this'

agreement came to the German consul-!
general her«> and was examined by 1 »r.;
Hue int. There the matter rested until!
July 31. 1!»14. < »n the morning of that
day, when the shadow of war rested
over Kurope, 1 >r. litipnr. received a

cablegram from Hamburg reading
about as follows:

"Are you prepared to carry out our
agreement with the German govern¬
ment?"
He sent one word back."Yes." Alidjthen, feeling that German ships werei

soon to be swept by allied warships'
from the sea. he set in motion the. ma-jc.hlncry to provide neutral vessels toj
carry his cargoes of supplies to his,
compatriots afloat in the South At-'
lantlc. j
Thus, the defense contends, was

fashioned what the American govern-j
inent lias termed a conspiracy to de¬
ceive and defraud the United States.
Dr. linen/., directing the activities of!
the three other defendants.all his sub-jordinateK in the line.was alone to
blame, if there were any blame, Mr.
Hand said in Ills opening address, and
even l'»r. Hit en/, was simply following
orders |
\o moxicy is rruMsmcn

TO I "IfA ItTIOIt AM) St I'l'I.Y SHIPS,
"There was one provision that was'

not followed out," Mr. Hand said, "and
only one: no money was furnished with
which to charter and supply the ships.!
Hut the men of the Hamburg-Americanj
Line and the line Itself dug down Into
their own funds and spent the money ;
themselves, knowing that It would be
repaid. When these funds ran short
there wns a loud cry for help, and
money came here from Germany.
"We make no secret of this. We

make no secret of the fact that this
money came originally from the G.-r-1
man government. When it did come!
it came in large chunks. Within ajfew days wr received three remittances)
of $r.00.0>i> each from Germany. N'orj
tin we make a secret of the fact that |
t|ie Hamburg-American Line acted as!
banker for Captain K. Uoy-Kd. IK> is;
the German naval attache at Washing¬
ton, and he had to spend large sums
of Money.
"We know nothing whatever of the!

$750,000 t)mt came lrom Germany loj
KHlGttkampIT, the German exporter,!
who festitied thai lie received ^.tlils
sum and was told It was for Captain
Hoy-fid. Hut we do contend that we
committed no unlawful act in thus
seeking to supply German ships at
f?ea.''

F Dr. Buenz apparently had hardly
slat te I to tell his story when adjourn-h nicnL was reached.

Nineteen Are Killed
and Eleven Missing

Explosion in Coal Mine at
Boomer Claims Frightful

Toll oj Life.
DOOM Kit, \V. VA.. November 30.

Nineteen mi'ii were killed and eleven
arc misslrm to-night as a result,
of an explosion caused by a hlow-j
out shot In mine No. 2 of the Boomer'
(,'oa 1 and Coke Company here to-day.
jTlireo hundred miners were at work at
the time, but mine officials say 2S9-
have been accounted for.
Thirty men were removed from the

true to-night hy rescue parties. All
srflered from the effects of the ex¬
plosion, l»ut none was i:i a serious eon-i
ihtion. They said they had seen many
.mm apparently dead near the noifit ofj
explosion. Mine officials expressed the
opinion that .*> majority of thoac yet In
tin mine may have barricaded them
i!''us back of the point where thejexplosion occurred.

K«s«'ue teams are working" in thirty-jn.iiiiile shifts under the supervision of
Siate Mine Inspector Karl Henry at.d
M. .1. I'arker. chief engineer in ch'ircei
">f tin- I'nited Stater bureau stationed
:tl 11urit itifcjtoti. \V. Va.

<»)!.. i«f tin- rescued miners said tiiat
?eventy-llvc men were workinir tioi r

place wii' re the explosion occurred.;
The mint-, wliicii was recently iu-i

«pe« ted and found in good condition,)
1- an old one, but few accidents liavej
>m etirred tii«re. A majority of the
ii . ti employed l>y the compary are
Italians.

KITCHENER RETURNS
War Seeretnrr llnck In I.omlon After

\ l*lt lo llnttle l-'rontH In
Nenr Knat.

I,ONTM)N, November 30..field Mar¬
shal Karl Kitchener, the Secretary for
War, returned to London to-day from
his trip to the Near Knst.

Karl Kitchener v. ill meet his col¬
leagues iti the War Council of the Cabi¬
net on Thursday. At that time he will
convey to them the results of his ob¬
servations on the various battle fronts
and M." conferences at the capitals of
the countries he visited.
Tin visit of War Secretary Kitchener

to ihe Ati/.ac region of the CSaliipoll
front is described in a pre.ss dispatch
ftoin Alexandria. No announcement
had l)i . ti made iti advance except to|
members of the staff, but news of Karl
Kitchener's landing spread like wild¬
fire. Soldiers rushed from their dug-'
outs, tumbling; over .me another in
their haste t,» reach the beach.
The moment Karl Kitchener stepped

ashore there was a great outburst of
cheering. The War Secretary spoke to
the soldiers of King Oeorue's apprecV.-,
fttlon of tbelt .services, saying they had
done even better than had been ex¬
pected.
The War Secretary strode up the

paths and along the tiring line with
hardly more effort than one of the
young colonials, being In splendid trim.
He stopped frcquentl* to speak with
the men in the trenches, heedless of
danger. lie visited
twenty yards front the Turk?

11 \ llt-t'lltao (J!

one position only
the Turks

CHARGE LOSS OF PAPERS
ItelntlvpN Contenting Kno \\ ill Allege

to Court Tlint \ nlunliie Doeu-
¦ iieiiti Are Drntriiyrd.

NKW VOKK. November 30..Alleging
that valuable papers had been de¬
stroyed, relatives contesting the will
of Amos }.'. lCno, who died last Octo¬
ber. leaving: an estate valued at be¬
tween 112.000,000 and J 15,000.00."*, to¬
day applied to tho Surrogate Court for
temporary administrators of the estate,
After providing bequests for relatives,'
the will nave the residuary estate, said'
to amount to J7,000,003, to Columbia!
University. The contestants decided!
that Ktio was unduly influenced.
The contestants, who include Clifford;

and Amos 11. Pinchot, asked that a>
member of the family be named as!
executor. Servants in the Kno home
made allldavits that after Mr. Eno'sjdeath a clerk from a lawyer's ofllce1
visited the Fifth Avenue residence and
destroyed papers. Clifford Pinchot said!
he went to t lie furnace room and found
half a'hamper full of papers, diagrams'
and photographs. William N. Crom¬
well. attorney representing a sister of
the decedent, said that the d«cedent
had made many wills In his lifetime,
but that in no one of them had hejmentioned the Columbia University.

"lie didn't believe In colleges," Mr.
Cromwell said. "He believed in the'
self-made man. For this reason the'
family is firmly convinced this is not
the will of their uncle."
The court finally appointed the execu¬

tors, and \yiUlam K. Kno, a brother of|
the decedent, as administrator.

SOUTHERN TRAIN WRECKED
Se\eral l iirn Arc IJernited. anil Punkcd-

per* Are Cut l»y Urol, en
(¦Iiinn,

DANVILLE. VA.. December 1..
Southern Kail way train No. 38. north¬
bound, was wrecked at Pelhani, nine
tulles south of this place, to-night.

\o One Seriously Hurt.
WASHINGTON, November 30.--Per-

sons in the observation car of the'
Southern Hallway's northbound Ne.wj
York and New Orleans Limited train
No. 3S were cut by broken glass to-
night when several cars of Hie train
were derailed at Pelliam, N. C., accord- [
Ins to a statement issued by the;
Southern's general ofllccs here.
No one was hurt seriously, the state¬

ment said.

Ilrokrn Hull 1* Cause.
OREENSBOKO, N. C.. December 1..

Southern . Hallway passenger train No.
3S was derailed at 12:10 litis morning
one-half milu south of Pclham, N. C.
The Southern Hallway ofllcers here
slate that five Pullmans and a club
car were derailed, and that one of the
Pullmans was partially overturned.
They state "thai only one. person Is
reported injured. A broken rail is
given as the causo of tho wreck.

BECK CRITICIZES jBELT LINE PLAN;
Engineer Member of Adminis¬
trative Board Opposes Rail- !

road's Overhead Scheme.

PREFERS HANKINS'S GRADES

He Gives Many Reasons Why
Tracks Should Be Depressed
Below West End Streets.

To the growing literature- on the
Holt Line problem Henry |». |
the Administrative Board. yesterday'
con» rlhtjte.i r, rumiini? orltiolsin of the
o\ertwad -cross In tr plan proposed hyjH.r- Ri.-hinond, l-Yederlcksburc and P. -!
tomae Haiti oad Company, in which ho'
undei takes t.. show that the companvsscheme is less .1, Arable. from the oityV
standpoint. than the plan suhrnllteil by i
s.-ista nt «*if > i:m;it|,..., m ,, lianklns.'
At S! ' '"inmitt ee nieetiru'

londav afternoon iiioM of the session
was devote,| t<> .in examination »>r the
> i i D.nl company's plan, a« o\plain.-.)
¦ Its piu'lnocr, K. M. Hastings. M
I.'.-u. sponsor for tl,.. I InnkitiH plan.!
prepared iimi<-i the Adminlst rat «ve'
Boards instructions. j.i .ot uhder-i
ia)<c thmi P. , rit i.-,v.r. . cotnpan v\s1
scheme. prof« rrlntr t«. examine t'hei
'.rawings a ml statements at greater'
length bsfor<* doit :z so.
m:riv octi.im<> tio.vs

TO It A I I.KOA IJ'S
After :i conference yesterday with'

>ub< liairinan Ordivav I'ullcr. of . he!
.Street Committee. Mr. I{. ck dlctate.1 a
running erlth-iMn r.f the -ailroad com-'
P*1 s I'hin baser] on a partial exami¬
nation nt the company's proposal. In'
general. tli«. : taicment embodies the
views also of Alderman Puller. It wit]
be laid befete th< Strict Committee
wl.r-n it meets again to consider the
Hell Lin.- problem Tuesday night.

Mr. Ilei-k sc. s little t.. recommend
an oveih< ad crossittu su<-h as is pro-!
po.~«-d by the Richmond. Fredericks-1
burg and I'l'tmna.: Railroad Company.
a form of construction li |.-ls, h. savs.'
is being rejected l.y the mos: advanced!
cities in favor of the underground
plan.

Mr. I Seek summarize* the case for
the Hankinx plan as follows:

1. The dcptesvng of the Belt Line'
tracks to a depth of approximately J
twenty fret hctwe.n «; t .>v« Avenue and
Broad Street will pre. hide the ,-onsirur-
tioa of any additional side tracks, ator-;
ageyardy. eoalyards. etc.. within this,

.except at a very great cost. I
snd to tlm: extent if desirable in th.itI
it will force the establishments oj!
shops, fa.*tori-s. coal and storageyards
in that section north of Broad Street i
where enterprises of this kliid can be
located without detriment to the sur-'
rounding property .md without Incon-i
veniencc to any residential section.
mioht w n»i:\ uitiix.c.s

u i i'ii «'i«i«A<iin .Mtns|
Th> p'an presented by the Rich-

mond, Fredericksburg and Potomac*
Rai'road Con*panv for the elevatldn of
its tracks so that they can cross the
streets between Locmor Avenue and
Cary .Street overhead is objectionable
in this respect. iiainel>. that while the!
bridges proposed to b. erected provide,
for four tracks, there is nothing tha::
will prohibit tlie extending of these i
bridges over the streets by the con-'
struct ion of additional tracks and!
sidings, therely further shutting out]
light and ventilation from the street'
surfaces below thein. As the side'
tracks are rarely ever used for any-1
thing except the- storage of ho\ cars, i
.. c.«n readily be s* »^r. t'irt the horizon'
in Monuni?nt Avenue and other streets'
would i»c in time .-.-hsciired by unsightly)
freight cars.

:i. The unit prices name.' for the -a-1
rious classes of work in the MankinsJ
proposition nre more than verit'ed by
current contract prices for similar'
classes of work In this immediate s-c-
tion, and by the further fact that let-l
ters will be presented to the Street)
Committee from very responsible con-'
tractors offering and guaranteeing to'
do this work at prices not in excess of
the fiankins figures.

.I. It must be borne in mind lhatj
while the total cost of the work as|
outlined by the fiankins plan is $i>f»l.-j
000. yet this work can be reduced by'
about M00.000 If the Richmond. Fred -1
f.ricksburg and Potomac Railroad Com¬
pany accepts the modified grade for
tho railroad tracks through the cut Im¬
mediately north or the James River
bridge, as shown on an alternate p'an
of the Assistant City Kngine.-r.
\\ ii.i. rotticvKit pmovidi:

roil STKKKT.H AM) AI.I.J-JVS
The depressing of the Belt Line

tracks to tlie grade as shown in the
lianklns plan will forever take care
or and accommodate ail street cross¬
ings. and, if necessary, alley crossings
can also be provided for. thereby pre¬
serving the continuity of the city plan
both east and west of the great belt
line barrier, which, everybody must
admit, in its present location, is a
serious drawback to the future develop¬
ment of the city in a westerly direc¬
tion.

C>. '1 lie lianklns plan provides for a
material reduction in the present awk¬
ward and "unsightly overhead crossing
of Hroad Stre.et across the Holt Line
tracks by lowering the present grade
of Hroad Street at this point some ten
or twelve foot, which is admittedly a
most desirable tiling to be done.

7. By /the adoption of cither one of
the Belt Line grades as proposed by
the Assistant City Kngineer, tho drain¬
age of the Belt Line tracks will bo
positively -secured, while -the sewer
plana ami lay-outs already designed by
the City Engineer's Department will
not be interfered with <0 any material
extent.

S. It has been doubted by the officials
of the Richmond, Fredericksburg anil
Potomac Railroad Company whether a
four-track belt line could bo construct'

(Continued on Ninth Page.)

Charter-Changers Vote to Put
Levy's Department Under

Administrative Board.

KILL PREFERENTIAL BALLOT

Committee, Rescinding Former
Action, Votes for Life Tenure j

for Police and Firemen.

After hearing at lonuth from Chief!
Health Ollloer l,cvy on the problems of
tho Health Hopartment generally, ami
Ifi particular 011 tr>- ,i.i vlsabillty of
placing it umier the <11ri ton <»f tho
Mayor, the Council . 'barter-Change
Committee last night voti>l unanl-;
mously to recommend :< charter amend-
ment placing the department under 'lie
A din mist rati ve Hoard.

In adopting this course the ><.'1011111-!
toi- nnulled an amendment approved by,
it at a previous meeting by a 7-to-1
vote, placing the administration of the
Health I >epartni-nt in tin- hands of the'
Mayor. t'pon the motion of Council-1
mat! 1'ollock. t . > . commit recon¬
sidered the x<d< liy which this charier,
amendment was recoinmendcd, both the
reconsiderat ion and the new amend-'
iiiciiI being passed b> ;i unanimous'
vote. I
snisTrri TK i.ikk ti:\i hi:

KOIt IMH.H'i: \MI KillKM l-:\
Karlier iti the evening Die commit-1

tee, upon tlie motion of Alderman jAdams and over the lone objection of,
Councilman Peters. reconsidered the
sections of the amended charter re-;
lating to the terms of policemen aild
firemen. ;tnd 'by a vote of .'< to 1
amended them so as to provide that,
men appointed to these two depart-;
ments shall retain ofllce during "good
behavior and efficiency." The effect of'
the change is to substitute life tenure
for the three-year terms that the
charter now provides.
Having made these important allirma-;

tive enactments, the committee turned
its attention to the preferential-ballot
bill, for which Councilman l'atcliffe!
was sponsor. In spite of an earnest
appeal from the patron that the pre-!
ferential balloting system be at least
given :t tryout. the committee t ejected'
it by a \ote of :> to the members
voting as follows:
Ayes.C o u n c. 1 I m e n Hatcllffe ami.

Jones.2
Noes.Aldermen Adams and Chris-Jtian and Councllmen lladdon, Peters,

anil Pollock -r..
wotM) i:i-i:cr om: mrmiik.I!

OK IIO A It II KACII YKAIlj
Thomas 13. McAdams, citizen member

nf the committee, offered an amend-,
incut providing fcr the lengthening- of
the term of the Administrative Board
members to live years and for the elec¬
tion of one member each year. At
present members of the hoard arejelected for four-year terms.

Mr. McAdams explained that it was
the object of his amendment to make
each member of the board come before
the people for re-election on his own
merits. L'nder the present system, thejvacancies occur in couplets at two-
thirds of the elections. In practice.
said Mr. McAdams, the two members jup for re-election Mm! it advantageous|
to pool their interests. l'nder these jcircumstances, ho said, the stronger of
the two candidates supports the weaker,
and both are re-elected.
By lengthening the term to live

years, said Mr. McAdams, it will tie
possible to elect one member of the'
board each year- a system which will;
focus public attention on his own
merits. It would he easier, he thought,
under the system provided by his
amendment, to retire a weak member
from ottice and replace him with a more
efficient man.

McCAHTHY OIIJKCTS TO
DHAWINH TICIIM IIV MIT

Carlton McCarthy said that he had
no objections personally to an amend- j
ment such as was proposed, but he was

compelled to object, he said, to that
provision which proposed to make four)
members of the present board draw 1
lots to see which two shall have their;
terms shortened by on* year in order
that they may go at the proper time}
before the people for election to live-j
year terms as provided by the amend-
ment.

.Mr. McAdams replied that in drawing]his amendment he did not take into ae-
count its personal application to thej
present board -that he was more con-j
corned about the principle Involved.

Mr. McCarthy replied with som,e heat
that, unlike the patron of the amend-jment, he was immediately and person-1ally concerned, and that he recognized
in tho committee mo right to ..bridge the
full term for which any member of
the board was elected by a vote of the j
people. Mr. McAdams was entirely,
willing that tho amendment shall be,
redrawn so as to provide that no pres¬
ent member of the biard shall suffer I
a shortening of his term.a change I
which the City Attorney said could
easily he incorporated.
IMil.l.Ol'li'S mCPAHTI'UK

IIMH'KS KA VOItAIII.K VOTIC j
In this form the amendment was ,>ut

to a vote. Mr. Pollock, who had stated jduring the discussion that hn would
support the. change, had a minute he-
fore secured permission front the chair
to retire for the night, fooling certain
that the amendment would carry by a
substantial majority.
On the roll call, however. Alderman

Christian and Councllmen lladdon and
Hatcllffe voted for the amendment, and
Aldermen Adams and Councllmen Peters
and .lones Against It,' and it was de¬
clared lost, having fallod to poll a ma¬

jority of tho members voting. Council¬
man Pollock, who had reached the ele¬
vator on his way out, heard echoes of
the defeat through the open door and
hurried back.
Chairman .lones heard aympathetlc-
~

(Continued on Third I'ago.)

THIRTY WORKMEN
BLOWN TO PIECES

Ultimate Stand of Greece and Roumania
Toward Entente xAllies Again Looms Large

Till: II1111*1 itt<> ntIIlitl of <*rm'C find
Itiiiiiiimilii Inuiir<] tin* ciili'iitc

|nnt cri Is ii i|iii'Mt Inn wlticli nunlii
I o ii in M liiruc. (iri-WPt so fur 11* <'iin

In* nscer! nlneil. hn.-« iu>l yet compiled
ivllli tin* ilcmitiiilM of I In* i-iitviitr
Iiiim rr.i' iiki mill*, wlileli, M I* mi-

¦I<TN<11<MI. i-mbrnccil tlir concrete po-
sllliin (lint tlielr fitrt'i'* Nhonlil In*
ii I>m<i I ii t <-1 >' ii ii t rnniiiieloil . " liret'k
terrl t«»r> . In l.miiliiii I III* fear hitiiih

(<. pre* nil tlmt lirri'i'i1 will mil nc-

<|lii<>K<-o In Mir full t» llu'nc doiiiimils.

11 <» 11 in ti ii I ii . iiecorilliiK iinnlHcInt
rcporlx, Inis ilrcllncil tn 111*1*4*111* In 1*

propositi frniii l<iinmIii Hint IIuhmIihi
uiirKlilpi bo perm 111 i*il <n use tin*
I >n 1111 Ik* In mnvo nKiiiiiMt lliilunrln.
mill ileum 11 tl i*<l 1I111I HiisxIii rcNpeol
li<*r ni'ii»r>i 111 >.

In i-iii.iirotInn wllli recent rrpnrln
Hint In rn<* iiiiimhoi nf HhksIiiiiji IiiiiI
jialliereil In IIoh*iirn liln for t In* llul-
Kiirlnii oiimpnlun. .'».* *en»lotlleInl
0\<*rx<*ns ,\c«tN AsrilO' *«>* 'lie
II u 111 In*r of IIiimmIiiiim Iiiin lt«*i*n ureiit-

ly oxnuttcrutoil. mill lluil In addition
they lire nrnrly nil recruit*.

SENATE CLOTURE RULE j
MEANS SPIRITED EISHTj

Chairman Owen Is Conflilont Utiles
t 'oninilitec Will Iteconinieml

Limitation of Debate.

I'AHTV Sl'I'POKT IS IMVIDKI)

(Vrtain t<» Some Democrats Who
Will Oppose Revision ami May
Carry Hat He to Kloor.l»ro«res-
sive-Itepulilicaii Votes Kxpeetetl.
WASH INCJTON, November 30..Sen¬

ate Democrats will resume their caucus

to-morrow prepared lor a lively dis¬
cussion over a report from the special
rules committee recommending a modi¬
fied furri of limitation on debate.
Chairman Owen, of the special com¬
mittee. said to-nlghl he expected a
cloture rule would he approved by the
caucus.

There are certain to be some Demo¬
crats, however, who will not be com¬
mitted to support the measure. Among
the majority of Senators opposed to
radical revision of t lie rules are:

Clarke, of Arkansas; Hard wick, Oeoruia;
Hitchcock. Nebraska; O'Oorman, New
York; Hankhead. Alabama; Vanlaman.
Mississippi, and Overman, North Caro¬
lina. They are expected to light the
report in caucus on the ground that
revision <>f the rules should not be
made a party measure ami later to
oppose it in the Senate, contending,
that tl»e Senate should not tie itself
down with restrictions similar to those
adopted in the House.
champions OK ci.oTi ui*:

i; \im:i t pitooinossivio m ppoht
Mindful of opposition within the'

party, champions of cloture are en-Jdeavoriug to piirase tlie rule so it
will lie satisfactory to several Progres-jslve-llepublicans whose votes tlie.v ox-1
poet to win. They plan to recommend;
a rule along lines suggested by Sena¬
tor Norris. of Nebraska, which would
limit each Senator to three hours' gen¬
eral debate on a given measure and
tlfteen minutes on amendments, no'
time to be extended without unani-jmous consent.

A president pro tempore of the Sen-!
ate and a vice-chairman of the caucus,
will be elected to-morrow.
While some opposition has been ox- j

pressed to re-election of Senator Clarke.',
of Arkansas, as president pro temporej
because of his revolt last session;
against the ship-purchase 1)111. no|
candidate has appeared to oppose him.,
and his election seemed assured 10-,
night. Kor vice-chairman. Senators!
Pomerenc. of Ohio, and Lewis, of Illi¬
nois. have been mentioned.
Several Senators, it is said, plan to)

enliven thei'»ro'*i < <linf.s to-moirow \vsth
speeches on I lie subject of the party
solidarity. I
The Ways and Means tSommlttee of,

the House continued at work nil day!
endeavoring to readjust the conim't-;
tees to take care of the greatly In-j
creased Republican minority. Its ta-k.i
not v,*t half-done, must be completed |
in time for the House Democratic
caucus on Saturday night.j
NO ATTKMI'T TO OlSTI' ItII

comim.i*:\io\ ok 1 ommitti:k.s
The committeemen. Including Chair-'

man Kitchin, who is <ipposed to the de-Jfense program, are understood to havoj
agreed that in organizing the Military
and Naval Committees there should be
no disturbance of the values as to nrm> j
and navy increases that existed in thei
last Congress. It Is stated that in the
slate each Democratic vacancy except
one left opon on the Military and two on

the Naval Committee is tilled by a mem¬
ber of the same views 011 defense as

the former committeeman whose place
he takes.
The old rule of equal division be-

tween the North and South between se¬
lection of committee, members was ad¬
hered, and seniority was, observed all
along the line in advancements.
Assignments agreed upon Include

Stephens. Mississippi, jdmlrman of the
Hlcctions Committee No. I; .Morgan,
Louisiana, chairman of Elections Com¬
mittee No. *3: Kgon, New Jersey, mem¬
ber Appropriations; v Ashbrook, Ohio,
chairman Coinage, Weight" and MVas-j

(.Continued oh Second Page.)

The mi I ii ro of the lighting on the
A list rn-1 till Imi front in Indicated liy
the Austrian i > III <-1 ¦¦ 1 conini n ulcii tlon
InnhimI Ii> Ihr \\ nr Olllee. ivlilch snym

..It hoenmen flrnrrr nnil clearer
Ihnl the Itnllnnn Mill, at nil com(m,
force n victory iienr . .orl/.ln If It In
nt nil imNNllilr to <ln mi."
The Itnllniix nP|. nttneklug wltli

particular frrorlty nloiig the Isun/.o
front In nil riiilcnvor to lircnk
through to Trlrxtc. HIK gunn nrr

pouring nIicIIn on t he \iirlnui Hec¬
tors. mill contlnunu* tnfmitry n t -
tucks nrr hclng launched nguliiMt
tin- \u«trlmi liOMltlunn.

I iiiilllcial nilvlrr^ nrp to the efTcct
tlint Mitiiuxf Ir lin* heeii ci iieutiteil.
mill tlint It In only n mutter of lime
before the lliilgnrlniiM enter the city.
I lie Irniico-llrltlsli troop* In Sotitli-

/ern Nerhln nrP snowbound.

There I* no clinngr In the .sitmitIon
on either the French or HiinnIku
fronts.

OPERATIONS SLOWED IP
i IN BALKANS 8V WINTER
Only Srcnc Now of Real Warlike

Activity Is In A usf ro-
1(alian Front.

GOUIZIA ST I LI, HOLDING OUT

Attacks Are l/ureusiiiK and Vienna
Is Preparing Public for Loss of
Stronghold to Hoinan Invaders.
Vulet In Other Theaters.

LONDON*. November 30..With the
retreat of the* greater part of the
Serbian army across the Albanian fron¬
tier. t|,c slowness of the operations
against Montenegro and in Southern
Serbia owing to the wintry weather,
and the absence of any major opera¬
tions on the western and eastern fronts,
interest in the military side of the wai¬
ls now transferred to the Austro-
Italian frontier, where King Victor
ICinmiinucr.s troops are carrying- on an
energetic offensive against the Aus¬
tria ns. .

The fighting on this front lias been
the most severe <»f the entire war. Four
battalions of the Italians have been
attacking the Austrian bridgeheads and
mountain passes along the lsonzo, and
are slowly, but surely, drawing their
nets around Tolinino, Gorizia and Do-
berdo. Their attacks have been re¬

peated time after time against positions
which had been most carefully pre¬
pared, and while the Austrian^ report
that most of these assaults have been
repulsed, their accounts are considered
here to have been so worded as to pre¬
pare the public for their retirement
from Gorizia. at least.
This for the time being is Italy's

contribution to the ItalUan operations
of the allies, for it keeps a large force
of Austrians busy and makes it neces¬
sary for them continually to bring up
re-enforcements which could be use¬

fully employed against the Montene¬
grins and Serbians. The Serbians, un¬
less followed into Albania, will in time
probably reappear as a rejuvenated
army, for it is said that 2."».ft00 of them,
including soldiers and civilians, have
taken refuge there, and that they have
saved all their mountain batteries and
a portion of their field guns. Also
included in this number are all the
youths who can till the gaps when
equipment reaches them from the Adri¬
atic.
VOX MAtKF.NSKN IS «;tH\ti

AHA I VST A\<;i.O-FHi;\< II VlltlV
Herman papers state that Field .Mar.

shal von Mackensen's army with Bul¬
garians and Turks is to be directed
against the Anglo-French forces in the
south. !. iit doubtless many of litem arc
going down the l>anubc to meet the
Russian menace. The public is ex¬

pecting every day to hear of the move¬
ment of the Russian army, which tlte
ICmperor recently reviewed in Hess.i-
rabla, hut apparently the negotiations
willi Ilouimtnia for the use of the
Danube have not been concluded. A
Budapest report goes so far as to say
that Uoumanla lias refused permission
to the Russians to use the river
through Roumanian territory, which
would be tiie most convenient route for
an attack on Western lhilgaria.
There also seems to be sonit bitch In

(lie allies' negotiations with Greece, for
nothing is yet forthcoming as to the
latter country's reply to the latest tie
"muds for guarantees of safet> and'
facilities for the entente's armies op-I
crating near the Greek frontier. The;
Greek reply was expected yesterday.
and the delay in its receipt leads to!
the supposition that the Greek Cabinet,
is not prepared to go as far as the oti-|
tente powers desire. "

Artillery, grenade throwers, miners,
sappers and airmen continue their ac¬

tivity on the eastern front, and British
monitors also are making things lively
for the Germans along the Helglan
coast.
The Russians, by a counterattack in)

the region of llloukst. have driven;
Field .Marshal yen Ifindenburg's tiled)
a little further from the Orlna Kiver.
These, however, are only Incidents.
doubtless undertaken to test the!
strength of tho opposing forcca.

FATAL EXPLOSION
i IN POWDER PLANT

AT WILMINGTON
j
Seven Are So Badly In¬

jured That Not One Is
Expected to Live.

WORST DU PONT ACCIDENT
IN QUARTER OF CENTURY

With One Exception, Not Enough
Left of Victims to

Identity.

C.M SI-; MAY MCVKK HK KNOWN

Disaster Takes PIaro in Building
Where Powder Is Prepared for

Shipment to Kurope.

[Special to Th«. Times-Dispatch.]
\\ IIj.\IIX(iTON', DEL., November :t0.

j Thirty men were instantly killed to¬

day and seven fatally Injured in > ter¬
rific explosion at the upper llagley
plant of the Du I'ont Powder Company.
Ton or twelve others are missing. Ono
of the injured died to-nU:ht.
The cause of tlio explosion is shroud¬

ed in mystery. There was no reuson
for it. ofltelalK say.
None of the men who were in tha

plant at the time can give any ex¬
planation. The mangled remains of
thirty of the workmen are scattered
al>out a «reut hole where the plant once
.stood. The injured are so badly hurt
that they cannot and prolmbly never
will be able to talk.
Workmen in other Du I'ont plants

her<- and at Kearney are muttering to-
night. They recall that last week

j notices were posted at all plants an,
nouncing that the mills would bo
destroyed if the Uermanu working- In
them did not go out. No attention was
paid to these notices. Mono know
whence they came, and most of them
were torn down a short time after they
were posted. Ofllcials evasively denied
having seen them.
Ill'MOUS THAT KXl'MISIO.V

IS .NOT ACCIDKNTAI,
Hut to-days accident, following so

[closely upon the warning, has resulted

| in other rumors that the explosion was
not accidental. ,

Only one theory has been advanced
by the workmen. It Is that the ex-

j plosion may have originated by a spark
from a horse's shoe. They say that Just
'"©fore the explosion was heard, a car

icontaining several thousand pounds of
black powder was beiiiK drawn down

la small railroad. Some of the powder
j might have s-ifted out 011 the tracks.
. The horse which hauled the car may
have struck its shoe against one of
the rails, causing a spark. That would
have Ignited the powder spilled upon
the tracks and <Hibse<|uently caused the
appalling disaster
Although the theory is not considered

a lofci.-al one, it is accepted to-night as
the only plausible one.unless the ex¬
plosion was the res"it of a plot. A
statement issued by the company de¬
clares its origin "will probably always

| remain a mystery."
J Despite this statement a searching
inquiry has been starred by the ofll-
cials. Kvery member of the company's
secret service staff has beer put to
work on the case and outside detectives
have been called in.
inn 111,10 <;i Aiti) tiihow\

AIIOl 'I' lONTIIti: |»1.,A.\T
To-night a double guard Ww« thrown

j around the entire plant of the Du I'ont
Company here. Detachments of con¬
stabulary that usually guard other
plants wore hurried here. The guard

j has ulso doubled at Kearney.
'1 he accident was the worst that has

occurred at any of the 1>U i'OI,t plants
during the last twenty-five years. The
pitiable part of the enormous death list
lies- in the fact thai all of the victims
were young men jmhJ boys ranging? in
[age from sixteen to twenty-one years,
j Most of I hem lived In this city.

The explosion occurred In the paek-
ttiir house where black powder pellets

(are prepared for ship nctit. Most of it
is placed in cases and shippe-'. to the
a 1 lies.
The men employed in the plant had

Just s. tiled down to the aft rnoon s
work, aft. r their dinner at ! ,:to. when
there was a slight explosion. Tn an
instant it was followed by another,
which rocked the whole of the historic.

vwlne Valley, in which the plant
was located. It shook^ Wilmington,
three miles away, to its foundation
Wild consternation follced the ex¬

plosion. Other plants of the company
are scattered all along tlraudywlne
< reek. Hundreds of men rushed from
t ''ese plants and lied to the hills, fcai-
ful that the places in which they
worked, too. would ko up.

Then, when order was somewhat
hi ought about, they cautiously re¬
turned. The approach to the upper
Jlaglev plant bore horrible evidence
of the tragedy that hatf happtned.
Sl'IOXK AltOt T I'l.AVr '

V. IS ONK tn-'
The scene wa» one of ekrnage. l'or

a quarter-of a mile. In all direction*,
parts of human' bodies were fooui
l'rom every tree that had not been
uprooted by the Impact dismembered
bodies were hanging.
Of the thirty men who were instantly


